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PHI LLY WAS TOPS· NO\lSTH IT'S OFF TO
WORCESTER FOR 34TH MEMORIAL SERVICE
Reunion Was Wonderful

By

Joseph A. McKenzie

Thank you, Philad-elphia.
Your convention was wonderful. You were well rewarded
by the splendid attendance of so
many NINTH men and their
families.
There was bound to be some
disappointment such as the PA
system at Independence Hall,
but that did not dampen the
enthusiasm of the marchers.
We looked pretty good after
thirty four years. The route of
march was on a holiday appearance with so many
American flags on display. It
was inspiring.
Free Transportation

For all of us who are now
senior citizens, the City allowed
us to join their residents to
enjoy free transportation
anywhere in the city just by
showing our Health Insurance
identification. Thank you
Philadelphia could be the only
city in the country granting
such a privilege.
The best time

Many people do not attend a
convention or a Memorial Mass
because they think that they
will not know anyone there. If
you know no one, then that is
when you have the best time.
Start a conversation 'with
someOne at your side and see
what happens. My wife and I
had a very enjoyable chat with
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Nisson
from Iowa. There is a lot of
space between Massachusetts
and Iowa and there were
numerotis places, events,
politics etc. to talk aboUt. Two
men from Jersey with their
wives and a couple from
Yonkers were also very interesting while swapping
stories,

Extreme courage

Bill and Barbara Meadows
attended as many, if not more
,conventions and Memorial
masses than many men. They
lived in Detroit. In any event
they had to travel great
distances to attend these
events. Both were well liked and
well known. A year ago Bill
became seriously sick and died
within two weeks. Like many
widows of NINTH men Barbara .
Meadows showed extreme
courage by attending our
convention in Philadelphia.
Like Mrs. Harold Huber and
Mrs. Sylvester' Byrne they too
had to attend our next event
after their husbands had died.
These three women showed
great courage. There are many
more who feel that they could
not attend an event without
their husband. These three
women did it.
Florida in 1979

So the 1979 convention is to be
in Florida. All of the regular
residents and transplanted
northerners who are now below
the Mason and Dixon Line can
get an early start to produce a
great convention. You will have
to round up all of the old gang
down there to replace the
Yankees who might think that
Florida is a long way off.
Close out the year

What better way is there to
close out the year than by attending our 34th annual
Memorial Mass on Sunday,
November 5th, Immaculate
Conception Church, Worcester,
Mass. If you live more than 100
miles from Worcester you
should arrive during Saturday
and stay over. Francis Maher,
14 Davenport St. Worcester will
help you in findinga bivouac for
you and your wife. Come and
renew your acquaintances with
Fr. Connors.

Scenes like this will be repeated for the 34th year when Rev.
Edward T. Connors (shown at last year's dinner) will celebrate
Mass in memory of the departed men of the Ninth. After the
church service a short ceremony will be held at the Monument
dedicated to the men we left behind and then on to the SheratonLincoll1lnn where luncheon wiiI be served. All are invited. Paul
Plunkett always said there were more non-Catholics at this
Memorial Service. People of all faiths gathering to honor those
who hav-e answered their last Roll Call.
Annual Memorial Mass

34th Annual Memorial Mass
and Service for the deceased of
the Ninth Infantry Division will
be at the Immaculate Conception Church, Worcester,
Mass., Sunday, November 5,
1978, at 10:00 a.m.
If you are interested in
receiving notification of this
Memorial Mass, drop a note to
Reverend Edward T. Connors,
353 Grove Street, Worcester,
Mass. 01605.

ROOM RESERVATIONS
For Room Reservations,
contact Francis K. Maher, 14
Davenport Street, Worcester,
Mass. 01610 - Tel. 617 756-1803.
Free Buffet Supper will be
served by the Parishioners at
Connors' Coffee Shop, Saturday
night. Sunday's Dinner will be at
the Sheraton Lincoln Inn.
Began in 1945

The association held its 33rd
reunion this summer but Father
Connors will conduct his services for the 34th year. The good
Padre began holding his

Starting with the gang getting
together at the Sheraton Inn,
the Saturday night buffet at the
Parish Hall followed by the
Sunday Church Services and the
placing of the wreath at the
Division Monument climaxed
by the dinner back at the Inn - a
weekend you will never forget.
Take time

Remem ber the da tes
Saturday Novbember 4th and
Sunday November 5th and if
you cannot attend the Memorial
Service in Worcester wherever
you will be "take time out for a
prayer for our departed
members."

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
This past July we had one of our best reunions that I have ever
attended. The Phila.-Del. Chapter has every right to be proud
for a job well done, the blend of many ingredients has to be put
together to make a reunion successful and this is what was done
in Philly to the pleasure of all those who attended..
This year 1978-79 should be a good year for all our members,
we do have new members on the National Board of Governors
and I am sure that each one has the talent and the Courage to
carry out any and all items that come before them.
The next gathering of the members and their guests will be
Fr. Connors Annual Memorial Mass, which will be held on Nov.
5th in Worcester ,Mass. Fr. Connors will be mailing out letters
to ~ll who are on his mailinglist. Earlyreservations are a must if
you are interested in staying at the Sheraton - Lincoln. I will be
happy to make your reservations for you.
The year 1979 the National Reunion will be held in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. This is the one which will be run by
National since we do not have a chapter in Florida. We do need
your support for this one and further information should be
available when we meet in Worcester.
Many of our Chapters· meet on many occasions during the
year for Social functions and good times and just the thought of
being with someone whom you served with, each and every
chapter never forgets for one moment the 4581 that were left
behind.
Hoping to see you all in Worcester on Nov. 5th.
Yours in Commradship
Francis K. Maher
14 Davenport Street
Worcester, Mass. 01610

Memorial Mass at the end of
1945 a year before the
Association began to hold
reunions. For the past few years
he would say to the people
gathered in Worcester - "Will
this be our last service?" and he
would receive a reply from the
gang - a resounding "No". So
here we are planning to be at
Worcester for the 34th year.
Most of our members have
attended this beautiful weekend
and we need not write about it
but for those who have never
attended we will say you are
missing a great experience.

AUXILIARY ELECTS
NEW OFFICESRS

Franny Maher,President, (L) presenting a plaque to outgoing
President Al Perna.

The Ladies Auxiliary has
selected Irene Tapp to lead
them for the coming year.
Phyllis Perna will be next in
command as Vice-President,
with Lily Krasovetz keeping an
eye on the financial conditions
in addition to being secretary.
Ruth Victor will again be
spiritual leader.
This year the Ladies have
added a new office to their chain
of command when they appointed Connie Richards to
handle the Public Relations of
the Auxiliary.
Congratulations Ladies and a
special thanks for the donation
to the Memorial fund by the
"gals" at this years reunion.
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Board of Governors

Francis K. Maner 'l'r.,i.'
14 Davenport Street
Worcester, Ma. 01610
Vincent Guglielmino, 1st VP
114 Charles Street
Floral Park, N.Y. 11001
Elmer Wagner, 2nd VP
2833 Hotchkiss Road
Bay City, Mi. 48706
Ralph Carci, 3rd VP
6324 Kilmer Street
Cheverly Manor, Md. 20785

1979
Charles Koskie, Schiller Park, III.
George Bako, Bronx, N.Y.
Francis Maher, Worcester, Ma.
Pat DeColli, Philadelphia, Pa.
1980
John Bonkowski, Detroit, Mich.
Dave Gelman, Forest Hills, N.Y.
Salvatore Trapani, Rockville, Md.
Paul Keller, Columbus, Ohio
Frank Ozart, Frankfort, III.
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The official. publication .• ., . the Ninth Infantry Divislon l
ASSocIation. SIn91e copy price IS 2S cents per ISSue or by maili
S1.50 per year payable ,n advance when dues are paId. Dues
are ($S) per year with $1.50 Of the ($S) earmarked for Six~
Issues of The Octofoil. Members ShOUld notify the Nationalj
Secretary, DanIel Quinn, .12 Gr~ry Ave .• W.-hawken, N.J.
of any Chatlge in address.
PUbliShed Six 'imes a year. July.August. September·Octo·
ber. November'December, January February, MArch.April,
May June by and for the members of the Ninfh Infan·
try Division ASSOCIation. News items, feat"re stories. Photo·
graphS and art material from members Will be appreciated.
every effort will be made to return photographs and art work
in gOOd condition
An extract from the cert,flcate of ,ncorporati~ of 'he 9th
Infantry DiVISion ASSOCiation reads: "This ASSOCiation IS
tormed by the offlce~s and men of the 9th Infantry DiVIsion in
order to perpetuate the memory of their f,IIen comrades, to
preserve the esplrt de corps Of tft. division, to assist in
promoting an evertastirt9 world peace eXClusively of means of
educational activities and to serve as an information bure.u
10 former memMr!\ of the 9th Infantry DiVISIon."
Copy must be received on or before 'he 10th of each month
10 guarantee publication on 'he 20th. Photographs mu$f be
recelve(l on or oetore the 5th day of publicatIon month.
Second·Class PostacJe paId ,)t Union City. NJ. AuthOriZed
as of OctOber 1, lM1 Publication l'k>' 44l282C
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Daniel Quinn, Secretary
Thomas Boyle, Treasurer
412 Gregory Avenue
39 Hall Avenue
Weehawken, N.J. 07087
Somerville, Ma. 02144
Board Members £:meritus
Maj. Gen. LouisA. Craig (Ret)
Honorary Member Emeritus
Rev. Edward Connors, Worcpster, Ma.
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1981
Michael Deresh, Woodbridge, N.J.
Charles JQnes, McLean, Va.
William Bongiorno, Bedford, Ma.
Robert DeSandy, St. Clairshores, Mi.,
Elias Hopkins, Feasterville, Pa.

Harrison Daysh
Judge Advocate
4303 Carriage Court
Kinsington, Md. 20795
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HereN there
Two "Old Reliables" were
missing at the reunion this year.
Al Geist and Frank Russo a
couple of old timers from the
39th were on sick call and could
not attend.
Al suffered a set back with a
stroke and Frank had an
operation just before the
reunion.
We wish them a speedy
recovery.
Largest Group
The 47th Infantry had the
largest group at the reunion
with 131 men in attendance.
This turnout can be credited
largely to two members from
Metuchen, New Jersey who
wrote to their buddies. Ed
"Hoppie"
Hopkins
from
Company F and Howard
Waldman from A-T Company
kept the secretary busy supplying them with copies of the
old Company rosters and any
names he had on the up to date
mailing list. Their efforts
certainly paid off and a good
lesson was learned. We always
say come to the reunion and
bring a buddy. Hoppie and
Howie were thrilled and their
feelings are expressed in mail
call. 25 or more men showed up
from each of their companies.

++
Many units have their own
reunions and we wonder why
they don't hold them with the
Division reunion. The 9th Recon
is one of these groups and there
is Company B 39th Infantry that
holds a reunion every year.
New Faces
There were many new faces
at this years reunion and we
hope they will be with us for
many more. Jim Allgood former CO of Company K-47th and
1st Bn. CO-47th made the trip
from Oregon. His first reunion
in years. Another long distant
traveler from Texas was Jack
Whitely-Company L & Med47th. It was Jack's first reunion.
It was good seeing both of them.

TravelTips to Worcester
!,'or those coming from New
York. Connecticut. Michigan.
Illinois, Pennsylvania and the
South. Leave the Mass. Pike at
Exit No. 10 take the Worcester
Expressway' No. 290 leave
Expressway at Exit No. 20.
Overhead sign will read Burncoat-Lincoln St. This will Dring
you to a traffic light, proceed
across the intersection to the
next traffic light and turn left.
You will now be in the 400 block
on Lincoln St. A short drive on
Lincoln St. will bring you to the
Sheraton Lincoln Inn, The way
will be marked with 9th Divisio~
road markers, keep an eye out f

For those coming from tht>
North and East if you use 495
Exit at the sign reading 290
West. Proceed to the· sign
marked Exi t No. 20, Burncoat &
Lincoln. Make a sharp right
turn and you are now facing a
large building of the State
Mutual Life Assurance Co. You
a're now on Lincoln St. and just a
short drive from the Sheraton.
Keep your eye out for the...JHh
Division Road markers.

Inn to ('hurch

Leaving th(' Sheraton for tht'
Immaculate Conception Church
11 you are coming from the make a right hand turn on
North on the Mass Pike exit at Lincoln ~t until you st>e thf'
:YIillbury-Worcester Exit, after marker No 290 \\test Take this
leaving ramp make a left turn lor a short distance until the
into Grafton St Two traffic overht>ad sign read,; Holdenlights which are spread about Fitchburg. Exit here continue
two miles apart will bring you to on until you come to the traffic
a small rotary. make a left turn light at the bottom of the hill.
and you will still bf' on Grafton Proceed across the intersection
St. From here you will have two ;ll1d make a left hand turn. You
more traffil' lights. at the are now only a short distancf'
second light make a right hand from the Church
t urn
onto th(' Worcester
Expressway and leave it at Exit
No
20.
Burncoat-Lincoln
IStreets. Go across the inTip Of The Hat
tersection to the next traffic
The
Memorial Fund is richer
light, make a left hand turn and
through
the generosity of the
you have only a short distanc('
members who attended the
to go to the Sheraton.
Philly reunion and donated the
largest sum ever at a reunion$1125.50.

In the Fifties, maintaining a
decent standard of living called
tor a good job. In the Sixties, a
decent standard of living called
for a working wife. In the
Seventies, a decent standard of
Jiving calls for bigamy.

We are grateful also to
Richard A. Donnelly, Paul J.
Sakai and Mrs. Anny Lloyd for
her generous donation in
memory of her husband,
William.

All the pictures in this issue were taken by Walter J. Victor.
Anyone interested in obtaining copies can get in touch with
Walter by writing to him at 2745 Dodson Lee Dr., East Point
Ga. 30344. Walter has many other Reunion pictures which we
were unable to print because of lack of space.

++

Sid Kobren sends this photo taken in 1942. Company I, 60th Infantry
on Main Guard duty.
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NINTH INFANTRY DMSION ASS'N.
MEMBERSHIP APPUCAnON
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Ohio

0

.50 C

0

Greater New Yon
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Fayetteville-Fort Br..., N.e.
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Direct Deposit of V A
Benefit Checks not
..Automatic"
Last February it was announced the introduction of a
new system for receiving VA
benefits checks by direct
deposit to accounts in savings
institutions.. Veterans are
reminded that policies for
making these funds available to
the recipient differ between
banks. Some will allow access
to funds immediately upon
receipt of" credit authorization
at the bank and others require
that the account holder wait up
to five days. Veterans are urged
to determine their bank's policy
before submitting government
form SF-ll99A. VA makes these
deposits by Electronic Fund
Transfer (EFT) through the
Federal Reserve, but not all,
financial institutions ,are
equipped to process EFT ..
Check first.

FLORIDA

"""_1'08, D.C. 0
Mieh. . .

A lot of people promised to
write to the Octofoil but as we
go to press we are still waiting.
Let's hope we hear from them
for the next issue.
Florida in 79
July of next year will find the
gang holding the 34th reunion in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We
have many members living in
that area and hope they will
offer their assistance with the
various committees that are
needed at a reunion. Our next
issue of the Octofoil will have
more details, rates, etc., - the
dates July 25-29, 1979.

0

In 79

Deadline for the next issue of
the Octofoil will be I Oct.. 20th;
All copy or material sliould be
sent to the Editors before this

A photo sent by Joe D' Aleo, 407 Carver Drive, Bethlehem, Pa.,
formerly with the 47th InC., - Therf"s a beautiful thatched-roof
cottage on the River Itchen (the water actually goes through the
house) just outside of Alsreford, England. If you take the
footpath to the left of the cottage. you'll soon come upon the
memorial plaque for Hamboon II, the regiment's mascot.

•••

.....

LAD'" AtlXIUAaY
NINftI INnNTItY DJVID)N ~TION

I would like to become a member of the Ladiel' Auxiliary to the
Ninth Infantry Divilion Auociation. Encloled is check or
money order for 2.00 for 1979 dues. Pleuemail my memo
bership card to·
Nam~

Street

City

State

Whil~ attached to the 9th Infantry Division
(state
relationship, whether the Ninth Division man was a husband,
father, brother, 10ft, etc.)

was with

give company, regiment, battery, attached lIIit, etc.>
Make checks or money orders payable to Ninth Infantry
Division Association. Mail to
Mrs. Lillian Krasovetz
107 USA East
Gibbsboro, N.J. 08026

REU NION HI·LITES

Hail - hail the gangs all here. Shown here are all the Grandfathers that were in attendance at the reunion. Marty Bergman
got this gang together for his Special in honor of all Grandpa's.

The Philly-Delaware Valley Chapter members making
arrangements for seating at the Saturday night banquet.

Leading the marchers - the Color Guard turns on to Walnut

Street.

The Old Reliables as proud as ever marching to the Memorial
Service at Independence Hall.

The second contingent stepping off to the Memorial Service.
Not to be outdone by the men folk the Ladies Auxiliary join the
Memorial Parade.

Ronnie Lee(R) is showing Ann Shapiro the Afghan she made
and donated to the ladies Auxiliary for their raffle. John
Zulkiewski from the Michigan Chapter was the lucky winner.

There weren't many empty chairs at the Welcome party held on
the first night of the reunIon.

When was the last time you wrote a letter to our Mail Call Column?

THE OCTOFOIL

Business Transacted At Reunion
Meeting-Board of Governors

The 128th meeting of the
National Board of Governors
was held in Philadelphia, Pa.,
on July 27, 1978 at the
Philadelphia-Sheraton Hotel.
The meeting was called to order
by the President Al Perna at
4:10 P.M., attended by Messrs:
John
Bonkowski,
Elmer
Wagner, William Klauz, George
.i3ako, Dave Gelman, Francis
Maher, Charles Koskie, Sal
Trapani, Paul Keller, Frank
Ozart and Pat DeColi. Also in
attendance were Judge Advocate Harrison Daysh, 1st
Vice-President Vincent
Guglielmino,
2nd
VicePresident Bill Bongiorno,
Treasurer Thomas Boyle, Past
President Len Tomassone,
former Board m'embers Max
Umansky, and Mike Deresh.
President Perna asked the
members to stand for a moment
of silent prayer for the departed
men of the Ninth.
The secretary read the
minutes of the 127th meeting
that was. held in Pittsburgh on
April 29, 1978 and upon a motion
duly made by Bill Klauz and
seconded by Elmer Wagner it
was voted to: Accept the
reading of the minutes and to
instruct the secretary to place
same on file.
The treasurer Thomas Boyle
was called upon for his report
and he gave the members
copies of his report that included the income and spendings for the year. Upon a
motion duly made by George
Bako and seconded by Pat
DeColi it was voted to: Accept
the Treasurer's report.
Max Umansky, a member
from Florida briefed the
members on the 1979 reunion to
be held in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. President Perna
thanked Umansky for his
report.
Al Perna, Chairman of the
Philly reunion, addressed the
members on the progress of the
reunion and events to take
place. All indications are for a
great reunion.
Frank
Ozart
of
the
Scholarship
Committee,
reported in place of Chairman
John Clouser. Clouser is in
London on a School Convention.
The Board had voted on the
scholarship awards at their
Spring meeting and the committee has notified the
recipients. The names will be
announced at the banquet on
Saturday night.
Appoint Chairmen

President Perna appointed
the following me.mbers to serve
as chairmen of the various
committees for the business
meeting: Frank Ozart-Finance
Committee; Francis Maher-ByLaws; Paul Keller-nominating;
John Bonkowski-Newspaper;
William Klauz-Miscellaneous.
Sal Trapani opened a
discussion on the reading of
letters at the general meeting.
He then made it in the form of a
motion and it was seconded by
George Bako: The Board voted
against this motion.
Upon a motion dilly made by
Pat DeColi and seconded by
Dave Gelman it was voted to:
Adjourn the meeting at 5:20
PM.

MINUTES OF THE
ANNUAL REUNION

The 33rd meeting of the Ninth
Infantry Division Association
took place on July 28, 1978 at the
Philadelphia-Sheraton Hotel,
Philadelphia, Pa., at 11: 30 A.M.
There being a quorum of' 97
members present the President
Al Perna called the meeting to
order and asked the members to
stand for a moment of silent
prayer for the .departed men of
the Ninth.
Earlier in the morning, at
10: 15 A.M., the president had
appointed members to serve on
the various committees.
The secretary Daniel Quinn
then read the minutes of the
32nd meeting that took place in
Chicago in 1977. Upon a motion
duly made by Robert DeSandy
and seconded by Pat DeColi it
was voted to: Accept the
reading of the minutes as read
and to instruct the secretary to
place same on file.
Thomas Boyle the treasurer
was called upon for his report
and he gave a detailed account
on the income and spending of
the association for the past
year. He concluded his report
by remarking "In my opinion
all bills of the association have
been paid and all obligations
have been settled and paid and
once again the Officers and
Itoard members are to be
congratulated for their efforts
i~ managing the affairs of the
association.' ,
Upon a motion duly made by
Bill Bongiorno and seconded by
Elias Hopkins it was voted to:
Accept the treasurers report.
BUDGET

Frank Ozart, Chairman of the
Finance Committee, was asked
for his report and he named
these members who served on
this committee: Bob DeSandy,
Vincent Guglielmino, Frank
Morbitzer, Art MacDougal,
Mike Belmonte, Lou Netta and
Thomas Boyle. The committee
submitted the following budget
for the year 1978-79.
Anticipated Income
$4500.00
Dues
2500.00
Investments
500.00
Reunion
$7500.00
Expenses
3100.00
Octofoil
600.00
Secretary Salary
600.00
Clerical Help
600.00
Utilities
1000.00
Postage
200.00
Supplies
185.00
Misc. Expense
350.00
Secretary Expense
400.00
Editors Expense
200.00
Treasurers Expense
Board of
400.00
Governors
150.00
Accountant
250.00
Printing
100.00
Dues Reminder
40.00
F.I.C.A.
30.00
Memorial Wreath
Scholarship Committee
100.00
Expense
100.00
Reunion Gratuities
$8405.00
Total
The Finance Committee
recommends that the estimated
deficit of $905.00 be borrowed
from the Capital Fund. Upon a
motion duly made by Charles
Koskie and seconded by Bill
Klauz it was voted to: Accept
the budget submitted by the
Finance Committee.
President Perna thanked
Frank Ozart and his committee.

The deadline for the next issue will be October 20th.

Newspaper

John Bo~wski Chairman of
the Newspaper Committee was
called upon for his report and he
named these members who
served with him on the committee: John Young, Art Schmidt, Ed McGrath, Bud Remer,
Nick Dogostino, Floyd Hennessey.
The
committee
recommends the following:
Every Chapter shoula have a
regular column published in
the Octofoil - we would like to
hear more often from the:
New England, Philadelphia
and Ohio Chapters.
2. Recommend that all finances
and adjustments that require
the continual publication of
the Octofoil be granted.
3. Continue the red ink process
for delinquents.
4. Stress that only black and
white photos are acceptable
for publishing (or are the best
for reproduction).
5. Thank the chapters and
everyone who contributes
articles for publication in the
Octofoil. Without them there
would be no Octofoil.
6. The committee found a way to
improve the Octofoil 100 per
cent - by doubling the issues the solution is so simple that
it's impossible both financially and physically - we're
happy to settle for what we
got.
7. Finally - as long as I have
attended these conventions
never has there been a
standing ovation expressed
for the outstanding job that
the Co-editors, Danny Quinn
and Wally O'Keeffe rendered
through the years - now would
be an opportunity to
demonstrate this expression
that is so long overdue.
1.

Upon a motion duly made by
John Young and seconded by
Dave Gelman it was voted to:
Accept the report and recommendations of the Newspaper
Committee.
President Perna thanked
John Bonkowski and his
committee for their report.
MiscellaneolIs

Bill Klauz, Chairman of the
Miscellaneous Committee, was
called upon for his report and he
named these members who
served on the committee:
Roger
Alsgaard,
Bill
Bongiorno, Mike Deresh,
Martin Krasovets, and Anthony
Soprano.
The committee reported that
there was nothing new to report
as all previous business was
taken care of. (As he concluded
his remarks Bill Klauz was
given a loud ovation.> Upon a
motion duly made by George
Apar and seconded by Art
MacDougal it was voted to:
Accept the Miscellaneous
Committee reoort
:\OfillOauug

President Pern~ then called
upon the Chairman of the
Nominating Committee Paul
Keller. Serving on this committee were Ron Murphy, Emil
Langer, Charles Koskie, and
Elmer Wagner.
The Committee recommends
that the vacancies of five
members leaving the Board be
filled by the following members: Michael Deresh, New
York;
Charles
Jones,
Washington, D.C.; William
Bongiorno, New England;
Robert DeSandy, Michigan;
Elias Hopkins, Philly-Delaware
Valley.

The President then asked for
nomihations from the floor and
upon a motion duly made by
Max Umansky and seconded by
Nick Dogostino it was voted to:
Close the nominations.
Upon a motion duly made by
Doc Seslowe and seconded by
Marcus Sciarappa it was voted
to: Instruct the secretary to
cast one ballot for a unanimous
vote.
By-Laws

Francis Maher, Chairman of
the By-Laws, named the
following mem.bers who served
with him on his committee:
Pete Cusack, Pat DiColli, Tony
Dogastino, Tom Hatton, Dave
Gelman, Gordon Anderson,
Vincent Temple and Judge
Advocate Harrison Daysh.
1. The committee recommends
that the By-laws be updated
and all changes that have
been made in recent years be
incorporated in the new copy.
2. Send copy to each chapter
and they in turn will make
copies for their members who
request them.
3. Change to amend article 15ABoard of Governors meeting,
creditals committee and that
the President check the
membership
cards,
at
meeting etc., any time he
deems it necessary.
Upon a motion duly made by
Robert DeSandy and seconded
by George Bako it was voted to:
Accept the rePort of the By-laws
committee.
ScholarshiJ.

Frank Ozart, a member of the
Scholarship Committee was
called upon for his committee
report. Ozart explained to the
members that Chairman John
Clouser was in Europe at a
School Convention. He continued that this committee is a
permanent one consisting of Dr.
David Heller President of Loop
College of Chicago, John
Clouser a Principal of a High
School and himself a past
President of the association.
The recipients are selected,
according to their academic
ability and financial need and
they are all related to members
of the Division.
This year there will be nine
awards and since the program
was started in 1961 a total of
$23,425.00 has been granted to
assist the students, most of
whom have other means and
grants.
There were five new applicants and four renewals this
year.
New applicants were: Ellen
V. Bokina, daughter of Henry S.
Bokina, Hq Bty 9th Div Arty;
Wendy Golub, daughter of Fred
Golub, 60th Infantry; Mary Lou
Morrissette, daughter of Paul
Morrissette Co M60th Inf.; Paul
Reale, son of Pat Reale, 47th
Inf.; Richard Wisniewski, son of
Edwin Wisniewski, 47th Inf.
Renewals: Robert Cappella,
daughter of Henry L. Cappella,
B Bty 26th ,FA; Martin Feinberg, son 6f Irving Feinberg,
47th In£.; Mitchell Kobren, son
of Sidney Kobren, 60th In£.;
Marjorie Wisniewski, dal;lghter
of Edwin Wisniewski, 47th Inf.
They will share $1200.00.
At their Spring meeting held
in Pittsburgh, Pa., on April 29,
1978, the Board of Governors
approved the Committee's
recommendations for awards.
President Perna thanked Ozart
for the report and upon a motion
duly made by Lenny Tomassone
and seconded by Max Umansky
it was voted to: Accept the
report of the Scholarship
Committee.

Upon a motion duly made by
Bill Klauz and seconded by Joe
Phillips it was voted to: Adjourn the meeting at 1:05 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Daniel Quinn
National Secretary
Met>tin~ National
Board of (iovt>rnors

The 129th meeting of the
national board of governors was
held in Philadelphia, Pa., on
July 28, 1978 at the Philadelphia-Sheraton Hotel. The
meeting was called to order by
President Perna at 4:05 P.M.
Attending were Pat DeColi,
John
Bonkowski, Robert
DeSandy, Charles Koskie, Elias
Hopkins, Sal Trapani, Paul
Keller, George Bako, Michael
Deresh, Dave Gelman, Frank
Ozart, William Bongiorno and
Francis Maher. Also in attendance were Judge Advocate
Harrison Daysh, the treasurer
Thomas Boyler past board
mem bers William Klauz,
Ronald Murphy, Herb Olsen,
Elmer Wagner and Len
Tomassone.
.
President Perna asked the
members to stand for a moment
of silent prayer in memory of
the departed men of the Ninth.
Upon a motion duly made by
Pat DeColi and seconded by
Dave Gelman it was voted to:
Omit the reading of the minutes
of the 128th meeting of the
Board of Governors.
Upon a motion duly made by
William
Bongiorno
and
seconded by Paul Keller it was
voted to: Omit the treasurers
report.
ELECT OFFICERS

Election of Officers for the
coming year was held by the
Board members and the
following members elected to
serve for the next year.
President-Francis Maher
1st Vice-President, Vincent
Guglielmino
2nd Vice-President, Elmer
Wagner
3rd Vice-President, Ralph
Carci
Judge Advocate, Harrison
Daysh
Treasurer, Thomas Boyle
Secretary, Daniel Quinn
Al Perna, the out-going
President, then turned over the
meeting to Francis Maher, the
newly elected President. Perna
thanked the members for their
support and cooperation for the
past year and wished Franny
Maher all the best for the
coming year. Maher thanked
the members for electing him to
the office of President and
asked for their support for the
next year.
REUNION SITE

The' Board voted to Hold the
1980 reunion at Washington,
D.C. with the exact site being
left to the D.C. Chapter
members.
Upon a motion duly made by
Paul Keller and seconded by
Frank Ozart it was voted to:
Close the meeting at 5:00 P.M.

More and more doctors think
that people should work after
65, and lots of bosses think It
wouldn't hurt before that.
The race track is a place
where windows clean people.

THE OCrOFOIL
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Michigan DoinGS •
Despite
the
inclement
weather reports, Sunday June
the 18th turned out to be a
beautiful day and our Chapter
Picnic was a great success. It
was a fine turn-out of 65 and we
all had a grand time.
Favorite Spot

Chairman, Don Lewis and his
brother-in-law, Stan Gutek were
there bright and early to claim
that favorite spot at Kensington
Metro Park. Floyd & Lee Hennessey soon followed and
everything was pretty well set
when Rose & I arrived to give
them a helping hand. Gene
Reedy and son, Rick delivered
the Red-Pop early as promised,
which was packed on ice with
the regular pop, ready for the
big day. Helen Lewis and
Shirley Gutek checked in for KP
duty. Among the first to join us
for that great out-door breakfast treat were the Chuck and
Doris Williams' and the
Leonard & Sally Kowalski
Family group. (Yes, we were
thinking of Mitch and Vi and the
happy times we've shared on
such occasions before they
moved to Florida)
As the day went on, we had
some New-comers in the crowd.
Attending their first Chapter
event were Alton & Alice LeDuc
from West Branch, Mich. They
already were on our Convention
Bus List and we were delighted
to have them with us.
Paul & Geraldine Pryjmak
along with their daughter,
Marjorie joined us for the first
time. They were willing to make
the Convention but Paul
couldn't arrange the time off
from his job. On well. better
luck next time. (He's a Life
Member as of April '77.)
Some of the special treats
enjoyed by everyone were the
slim sausage sticks passed
around by Chuck & Charlotte
Fox,
.J ohn
Zulkiewski's
Kielbasa Sandwiches and that
fresh buttered pop corn from
our wonderful neighbors, Steve
& Mary Gasparovich.
'lany Celebrations

June is a month for
Graduations and Weddings and
on the date of our Picnic it also
was a time of many Father's
Day Family celebrations. For
those reasons there were some
who could not be with us this
year. Among them were: Fred
& Jane Josey, Leonard & Lorry
DeBell, Tom & Gerrie Hatton,
Ed & Marge Wisniewski,
Rodger & Jennie Alsgaard.
Permission to use

Elmer Wagner requested and
we thank the Rector at the St.
Paul Church in Bay City for
granting permission to use their
parking lot as the starting point
for our Convention Bus to
Philadelphia. A late afternoon
storm set in when our "Gang"
up North was boarding at 5 p.m.
on July 26.
Everyone was in fine spirit
when that Indian Trail Bus
pulled into the First English
Evangelical .Lutheran Church
parking lot on Vernier Road, in
Grosse Pointe. Arrangements
have been made by Bob
DeSandy and we thank the Good
People at his Church for making
it possible for us to board in that
area. Gene Reedy was on the
scene with that big Red-Pop
delivery and we expressed our
appreciation for his wonderful
cooperation and wished that he
was coming along with us.
By 7:30 p..m. we were on our
way to Toledo, Ohio to pick up
the rest of the "Gang": Floyd &
Lee Hennessey, Jakie & Val
Grgurich from Novinger, Mo.
and John Zulkiewski. The
twelve hour trip that followed
was a lot of fun. For Kleb & Vi
Stockford, it was a Special
Occasion, tpeir Wedding Anniversary.

On Schedule

We arrived at the Sheraton,

right on schedule. The Mitchells
were there to greet us and it was
great to see them there.
President Al Perna presented
the keys to the Michigan
Chapter's CP Suite on the top
floor. Everyone was assigneQ
their rooms with no delay and
everything was falling into
place as we had been hoping.
Our Bus driver, Terrance Tracy
remained with us through the
entire Reunion and it was our
pleasure having him. Besides
the 37 who came on the Bus,
there were other Michigan
Chapter Members and Guests
that arrived by other means.
Really missed at the Reunion
were Fred & Jane Josey who
were packed and ready to leave
on Wednesday morning before
the Convention. That's when
word came that Jane's Mother
suffered a stroke and as of this
date is still in a coma. Many
Chapter friends have called
during these trying days and
their kindness is appreciated.
(Editors note: Received the sad
news that Jane's 'mother passed
away on August 14th. We offer
our condolences.)
OUTSTATE MEETING

Fred Josey and Bill Andrews,
Co-Chairmen of the "2nd Annual Michigan & Illinois Outstate Meeting" have already
made arrangements at the
Holiday Inn, Angola. Indiana on
Saturday, October .21st. We'd
like to see a great turn-out from
the Ohio and Indiana area.
Everyone is welcome. A notice
at the Registration Room
during the Reunion have
brought requests for 21 room
reservations for that occasion.
Anyone who is interested,
should contact Fred Josey as
early as possible, before October the 1st. Write or call;
Mr. Fred Josey
8162 Green Valley Drive
Grand Blanc, Mich. 48439
(Phone 313-694-6108)
Hecord donations

Bill & Lucile Andrews were
not making the Reunion so they
donated $20 towards the
Scholarship Fund. A $2 donation
was sent by Tony Kuclewski.
Bill Zimmerman and I added
$10 each to this very worthy
cause. Including the Chapters
gift of $200, Pres. John Al Young
presented a .check for $242.00 at
the
Banquet.
Additional
donations at every table
amounted to a new record of
over $1100.00 at this Reunion.
We were proud to hear the announcement that Rick &
Marjorie Wisniewski were
among those that received a
Scholarship Grant this year.
They are the son' and daughter
of our Past President, Ed &
Marge.

Once again, Bob Lynch,
Gordon Anderson and I were the
only Recon men at the Reunion.
Heaven knows how hard we've
tried to get that old "Gang"
together again. Guess we could
use some of that great 47th Reg.
magic. They sure had a wonderful turn-out.
•

Latest member

Welcome to our latest
Member, Joseph Bourdreau in
Bay City. 'Also our sincere
appreciation to Jakie Grgurich,
Maurice Mitchell, Tony Valeri,
Len DeBell, John Wellman,
John Zulkiewski, Vince Temple
and Bill Zimmerman for paying
their dues through the Chapter.
Bill is our latest Life Member.
Sad news

With so many good things
happening, it's also our duty to
report the sad news. In less than
a month we've lost two Members in our Chapter. Carl
Vanderley, Can Co. 39th Inf.
Med. in Muskegon passed away
on July 12. Raymond J. Poirier,
C.O. of 709 Ord. Co. from
Essexville died on August 3.
Carl is best remembered by Bill
Andrews from the early days
when our Chapter was first
organized. Ray joined us at that
great Outstate Meeting we had
in Frankenmuth, Mi, on October 2nd '76 and became a Life
Member. Our Deep Sympathy
has been expressed and we
know that they will be missed.
Great bus trip

As space is running out. we
wish to tell you that the Bus Trip
after the Reunion was just
~reat. Carol Saunders was
returning with us after visiting
relatives on the East Coast
prior to the Convention. We also
had Tony Valeri along and as
they say, "The more the
merrier.". There was plenty of
Polka Band music on tape
again. Who will ever forget
those two special numbers,
"Orange Blossom" and "Yakety
Sax"?
Jakie
Grugurich pur on a good show
and we even had a few renditions by Val. Don Lewis had
the Gang singing while we
passed the time away. There
was enough Red-Pop on board
to last us through our next
Outing. I was averaging about
60 miles to a coke, thanks to
Gerrie, Stan and Rose, who kept
me well supplied. Our guests,
Stan and Shirley Gutek, Gola
and Pearl were just wonderful
to put up with us and they are
always welcome to join us
again. We just know that it will
happen again.
John Bonkowski
19941 Hickory
Detroit, Michigan 48206

mail call

Continued from page 6

Representing

Representing the Michigan
Chapter on the five Committees
were: Elmer Wagner
Nominating, Rodger Alsgaard Miscellaneous, Bob DeSandy Finance, Vince Temple, Tom
Hatton - By-Laws, Chairman,
John Bonkowski, John Young,
Floyd Hennessey (At large) News-paper.
Congratulations are extended
to President-elect, Irene Tapp
and all the Officers in the
Ladies Auxiliary: Vice Pres. Phyllis
Perna,
Sec.
&
Treasurer, Lillian Krasovetz.
Chaplain, Ruth Victor.
In favor

Replacing Elmer Wagner on
the Board of Governors was Bob
DeSandy. Among the other
business that transpired at the
Meeting, we with-drew our bid
for the 1980 Convention, in favor
of Washington D.C. - And that is
where we are going after the
next Reunion in Florida.

Co F 47th

RON SCHUMACHER
1529 Main
Crete, Ill. 60417
Thank you much for your
recent reply with the back
copies of The Octofiol. I sat up
reading those copies until 2: 30
in the morning. Of course one
always looks for names one
remembered from combat
days. Trouble is that so often
we remembered the nicknames
and quite forget the formal
names.
I regret I will be unable to
a ttend the Philly Convention.
My wife is just recovering at
home after a two month stay at
the hospital following her first
automobile accident since she
was a teen-ager. That over
fifteen years ago or more.
I will try to arrange for the
1979 Convention. As it is County
activities are really sewing up
my time.

*******

~apJ
60URDeil
There is no death.
What we call death
is but a sudden change.
Because we know not
where it leads.
Therefore,
it seemeth strange.

Joining those comrades who
have passed to their great
reward with sadden heart we
announce the passing of:
William Lloyd Co E 60th Inf.
Carl Vanderley Can Co 39th
Inf.
Raymond J. Poirier 709th Ord
Co
George L. Katt 26th FA
Walter F. Nizalak Med Det
60th Inf
Kenneth E. Whelton 899th
T.D.
William Savage 899th T.D.
We offer our condolences on
behalf of the members and may
they rest in peace.

I have been wanting to write
you for a long time to let you
know that my husband William
Chester Lloyd passed 'away on December 9, 1976. He was a
member of the New York
Chapter of the Ninth Division
Association for many years
even though he wasn't able to be
active. We always enjoyed the
Octofoil and through it he was
able to get in touch with some of
the men from his outfit.

Chet was a member of
Company E - 60th Infantry. In
the summer of 1942 he was sent
over to England and Scotland to
train with the British Commandos. When he came back he
returned to his outfit at Fort
Bragg and took part in the invasion of North Africa. He was
wounded the first day and
returned to the States in March
where he spent the next fifteen
months in the hospital. He
always took great pride in being
a member of the Ninth Division.'
I an enclosing a check for $20.,
for your Memorial Fund or
wherever else you care to use it.
Sincerely,
Elsa Lloyd (Mrs. W.C.)
31 Sunnyside Road
West Orange,
New Jersey 07052
Elmer Wagner writes, "The
purpose of this letter is to inform you of the passing of three
Old Reliables who lived within
12 miles of me. Last January
Kenneth E. Whelton of
Freeland, Michigan-899 TDpassed away. He was followed
in April by William Savage of
Bay City, Michigan also of the
899th TD. On August 3rd
Raymond J. Poirier of
Essexville, Michigan passed
away in Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Miss. Ray was a Life
member of the association. He
was a Captain and C.O. of the
709 Ord LM Company in
Europe. On beI:!alf of the
association I extended expressions of sympathy to the
families of these former 9th
men.

Co K 47th

Co. K, 47th Inf.

.JOHN S. VERES
6485 S 20th Street
Oak Creek, Wisconsin 53154
I got your name from the
VFW Magazine regarding the
reunion in July. I am disabled
now and will ~ot be able to attend this gathering.
However, I would very much
appreciate information
regarding a picture. I am interested in a picture of the USS
Bernado which landed at Safi on
November 8, 1942 and was run
up on the dock area. I was a
member of "K" Company, 47th
Hegiment of the 9th Infantry
Division at the time and aboard
this ship.
If you have any information of
where I can obtain such a
picture and if there is a cost
involved I'd greatly appreciate
hearing from you. I am enclosing a
self-addressed
stamped envelope for your
convenience.
Thank you very much and I
know you fellows will have a
good time in July.

JOHN A. MRUGALA
R.D. 1, Box 11,
Barnesboro, Pa, 15714
Enclosed you will find a check
for thirteen dollars for a 3 year
membership.
I just came back from the
33rd Ninth Div. reunion in
Philly. My wife and I had a
great time. I had a chance to
renew my acquaintances with
Red Thompson and Bill
Canales, former K Co. 47th
buddies. Talking with them
brought back a lot of old
memories. I also had a chance
to talk to myoId CO of K Co.
from Tunisia to France, Col.
James D. Allgood. The turnout
was great, especially by the
47th. We are older now but the
men still carry the Esprit de
Corp with pride and patriotism
to their God and Country. I still
have a great pride for this
outfit, the 9th Div. It was one of
the greatest! Next year our
plans are to be in Florida for the
34th Reunion. God willing. God
Bless all of you, especially my
former buddies in combat.
P.S. This was my first reunion
and I am sorry I did not attend
the past 32!

Co H 47th

CLARENCE HOLMAN
2106 Argyle St.
Hamburg, Iowa 5164Q
This is to let vou know we are
both still Arou~d. Our numbers
have increased. Now have two
grandsons and five granddaughters. Our oldest boy is still
in the Air\Force. Stationed at
Davis-Monthan A.F.B. Tucson
Arizona. OUf youngest boy lives
at Nebraska City, Nebr. He has
three daughters.
Clarence suffered a heart
attack last August 1st., but does
very well for the most of the
time. Slowing down has been a
bit hard for him. But knows it's
a must. As most people with this
type of attack - they think it is
only a gas pain, but we are glad
all came out as well as it did. He
can do certain types of work by
taking heed not to over do.
I am enclosing a check for
three years dues. "Also ten
dollars for the Scholarship
Fund..
We won't be coming to the
Reunion this year. We both
enjoyed our trip to Springfield
the year it was held there.

Med. Det 39th

WILLIAM W. KELLER
Mechanicsburg, Ohio 43044
I was in the 9th back in WW2:
joined at Bizerte in May 1943
and went thru Sicily with the old
9th. I was transferred to the 3rd
Division when they went on to
Italy in September 1943.
The 9th was a great Division
and it was an honor to serve
with them.
Good luck to you in the Ninth
Division.
Keep up the good work. Dan.

+++

Nature is wonderful. A
million years ago she didn't
know we were going, to be
wearing ~asses, yet look at the
way she placed our ears.
lrcester Memorial November
5, 1978.

THE

OCTOFOIL
A.T. Co. 47 Inf.

Co F 47th Inf

EDWARD
"HOPPlE"
HOPKINS
110 Hollywood Avenue
Metuchen, N.J. 08840
The Thirty-Third reunion in
Philly had to be the best ever. It
was so far as I am concerned.
Let me give you a run down of
the F Company 47th people who
attended: George King, Stanley
Putt, Sam "Bill" Buemi, Chuck
Koskie, Frank Gonzol, Bob De
Sandy, Tony Repetti, Paul
Giarraputo, Rutherford Hoffman, Charlie Williams, Rodger
Alsgaard, John Smig Tokarchek, Felton Jones, Earl
Wilkey, Ed Netta, Vinnie
Guglielmino, Al Munatore, Ken
Yennie, Larry Ghere,John
Zulkiewski and Frank Ghatto.
Former F Company Commanders Frank Smith and Otto
Geyer sent their regrets along
with contributions to help
defray
the
expense
of
establishing our CP along with
contributions to help defray the
expense of establishing our CP
along with the proper nutrients.
Pop Zucker and Ernie Templeton also sent checks though
they were unable to attend. We
were all disappointed that these
men were unable to attend the
reunion; I know they'll be
trying harder than ever to make
future reunions.
What a gang that was in our
CP, Dan! The word got out that
I was a bit short of meeting
expenses. Gosh, I hadn't had so
many guys waving money at me
since the day I walked downtown in Safi with a seven pound
tin of coffee under one arm and
three mattress covers under the
other. At the end of the parade I
mentioned that we would need
another bottle of scotch and a
couple fo six packs to assure
continuity of our CP activities
that night. Consequently, I had
to carry a half dozen bottles of
booze home with me Sunday. I
pledge to donate them to next
year's F Company CP at Fort
Lauderdale
unless
evaporation gets them. I just
know that we'll have a bigger
turnout than ever in Florida.
Did you notice what a lovely
bunch of wives the F Company
guys managed to put their
brands on, Dan? They certainly
add an important dimension to
our gathering. We had a million
laughs! How could it be
otherwise with guys like Sam
Buemi, Koskie, Giarraputo and
Williams?
The Phildaelphis Chapter
deserves any and all accolades
that come their way. They
made a herculear job look easy.
I'd personally like to thank all
those great F Company guys for
just being there. You made our
reunion-within
-the-reunion
what it was.
On arriving home I found a
basket of lemons had been
delivered to my home from
Cefalu, Sicily with the following
message: "My lova to alIa boys.
Maybe nexa year to Fort
Laudadale." It was signed
"L.Q."

Hq. & Hq. Btry.
Div. Arty.

RICHARD A. DONNELLY
314 11th St.,
Logansport, Ind. 46947
As I wrote the date on the top
of this letter, I recalled a date
almost like it, just 34 years ago.
I joined the 9th Div. in Sept. 1940
and was assigned to Hq. & Hq.
Btry., Capt. Truek at that
time was the B.C. The
arty cadre had come from
Camp Bullis in Texas, I
believe. Anyway, when the train
arrived in Fayetteville, N.C. we
were met by a staff sgt. and
taken by trucks out to what was
called "Tent City". The C.G. I
believe was Gen. Jake Devers
or Gen. Honeycutt. The 1st arty
C.G. I remember was R.E.D.
Hoyle. Yes, I do go way back to
the early beginning of the 9th. I
do not· want to take up all the
pages of your Octofoil but I have
a few things I want to know and
a few persons I want to say
"hello" to. First, I would like to
join the Illinois Chapter as I was
born, raised and joined the 9th
from Chicago. Will you put me
in touch with the right party?:
Second, is it possible to geT a
History of Div. Arty? At the
beginning of this letter I
mentioned I joined Hq & Hq
Btry, I also stayed in the Btry
until I was discharged on June
24, 1945. I would like very much
to say hello to Fr. Connors and
also all the officers and men of
the 9th Inf. arty and attached
units. Does anyone know if Maj.
Jennings is still alive and if so
where he lives? He was our
Medic officer and a better one
. you never wanted to meet. As a
matter of fact, I never met a
better officer or men than those
who belonged to "Hitlers
Nemesis", as Ernie Pyle named
the 9th. Over the years I have
read everything I could find on
the 9th Div and of course on
Gen. Westmoreland as he went
higher and higher in the U.S.
Army. I have Capt. Jos. B.
Mittelman's book, "Eight Stars
to Victory" which of course is
the complete history of the
veteran Ninth U.S. Inf. Div. I
still have all the general orders
and letters from the Generals to
the men of the 9th Div. and a
special one that means a lot to
me now that I'm pushing 60
years of age (I'll be 58 in Oct.) It
is general order No. 50, by
command of Major Gen. Craig
and signed by W.C. Westmoreland, Colonel G. SC
Chief
of
Staff.
It
is
the award of the Bronze
Star Medal for heroism under
AR600-45. I know a lot of our
men got them and ever higher
awards but it still makes you
kind of proud that you did earn
one. Hope you do not think me a
bore or a braggard but just an
ex GI that still thinks back quite
a few times to his days in the old
9th Div. Hoping to hear from
anyone who will take time to
drop me a line and recall old
times.
LCO.47th

9th Recon. Tr.

CHARLES E. NEAL
Route 2, Rocky Fork Rd.
Smyrna, Tenn. 37167
This is to let you know of my
new address change. It's
always nice to read the Octofoil
and especially the letters. I
enjoy it very much. My wife and
I will not be able to attend the
reunion this year; I'm sorry to
say. Any time any of the boys
from the Ninth are in this area,
they are more than welcome to
stop in anci say hello and chew
the fat.

JACK WHITELY
1403 Austin,
La Marque, Tex. 77568
I really enjoyed the reunion.
Just getting to see someone
from away back there just
made the trip worth while. We
returned to Texas by way of
jacksonville, Fla. Got to see
Bob Hulslander. It was good to
find him well and happy and to
get him for a good steak dinner.
Thank you for Frank Smiles
address. Keep the good work
going.

HOWARD G. WALDMAN
26 Newman Street
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840
Although I did see you a
number of times at our great
and most nostalgic of reunions
held in Phila. Pa. this past July.
It was usually on the run when
we met, so we didn't get the
chance to have our little chats
that we normally would. More
important Dan, I did not find the
time to fully thank you for all
the help you gave me some
months before our 33rd Annual
Reunion.
Among other things, that list
you compiled for me really was
almost a Complete Company
Roster of well over 500 hundred
former members of myoid
outfit -- Anti-Tank Co. 47th Inf.
They had joined and left the
Company during the years 1940
through 1945.
Mainly because you were able
to send me copies of that roster,
I was able to contact some 62
former -- Anti-Tankers. And in
addition the widows or family
members (A sad note here, but
a sign of our times.) of 9 of our
group who have passed away
the past few years.
All in all, I wrote or
telephoned to 157 of our guys. Of
the 62 we contacted since the
begining of this project (A labor
of love.) 33 of that group said
they would be most happy to get
together with the old gang
again, while another 9 of our
buddies, said they would try
their best to make the scene in
Philly.
As it turned out, because of
illness, not being able to change
their vacation for that week or
simply a change of plans, some
of our comrades were not able
to make it to our first Anti-Tank
Co.. reunion.
Never the less, we still had a
good turn out of 25 of "Our
Boys" and 12 of their wives, for
a total of 37 real happy people,
who stayed all or part of that
wonderful week-end at the
Sheraton in Philadelphia.
Dan as you know, this was the
first reunion that many of our
gang had ever attended and also
the first time many of us had
seen each other in from-- 33 to 37
years. So the whole thing was
simply super and the emotions
felt by all of us were really
undescribable -- Suffice to say,
they ran the gamut.
Each day and evening was
quite an experience that we
shall all long remember. With of
course the big event The Annual
Banquet and President's Ball,
held in that beautiful Grand
Ballroom. A memorable climax
to a Grand week-end.
Dan, I must also thank Albert
Perna for the help he gave me
in securing an A-T Co. C P At a
very late date, but yet at a very
good price. Al and his reunion
committee also did a fabulous
job in running the 9th Inf. Div.
Assoc. 33rd Annual Reunion. We
all thank him for that.
In closing I must tell you,
during a meeting we had the AT Co. gang, voted we would
meet again next year 1979, at
the "Ninth's 34th Annual
Reunion". At the Galt Hotel
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. For that
reunion however, we shall have
a committee of 7 to get the guys
together. Included in that group
are, Peter Cusack of Mass.
Oliver Carter, Md. John Einbinder, Va. George Poole, Md.
James Hayes Seattle, Wash.
Howard Waldman, N.J. and our
chairman Norman Dean, Pa.
With the above bunch of
characters and "with Gods
help". We should be able to
double or triple our attendance,
to make it both a banner year in
1979 and hopefully even a
greater reunion.

JOHN J. CLOUSER
901 GRACELAND STREET
DES PLAINES. ILLINOIS
60016
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Co. C 47th Inf.

RICHARD S Starr
9015 Cloverly Road
Philadelphia, Pa. 19136
I am one of the "Missing in
Action" former members of
Association By MIA, I mean
that I attended a National
reunion in Philadelphia back in
the 40's and then proceeded to
get involved in evening college,
marriage, 6 children and their
marriages - and sundry other
activities and completely lost
track with the 9th.
I have made verbal inquiries
from time to time with other
veterans but none who knew if
the Association was still in
existence.
This Spring I wrote (with
little hope) to the old
Washington D.C. address that
was in the "Eight Stars to
Victory", publication. Back
came an "address unknown"
return from the Post Office.
Several days before the July
'78 convention my wife woke me
up to tell me she heard on T. V.
that the 9th Inf. Division was
having it's annual reunion in
Philadelphia on July 27-29, 1978.
She knew that this was what I
was waiting for and was excited
as was I. You can't (or can you)
imagine the thrill I experienced
when I walked into the Sheraton
Hotel and saw theOctofoilpatch
on men, women, the lobby and
the marquee.
Well, I ended up with a copy of
the Division may, an Octofoil
medalion for the car, a copy of
the Octofoil which I read and reread. Suddenly 34 years comes
flooding back with the simple
act of paying my yearly dues.
Al Perna and Marty Bergman
greeted me like a lost brother which I am. I shall, to the best of
my ability, continue to be affectionately involved with the
9th. I look forward to Florida in
1979.
P.S. I couldn't wait for my
wife to find the proper stationery so I wrote on this
lined paper. Also, what are the
dates for the Florida Convention?
God Bless you all.
Co. F, 47th

RODGER E. ALSGAARD
2834 Wynes Street
Saginaw, Mich. 48602
Once more the reading of the
Octofoil brings paper and pen
into hand. This time caused by
Edgar Cobblers letter in the
May-June 1978 edition. I want
Edgar to know that I called
Joseph E. Bourdreau and talked
to him and his wife Donna. The
result is, and this will make
Edgar happy, they were both
interested and asked that I send
the application blank to them. It
has been done, so it looks as
though we have a new member
in the Michigan Chapter. This
July 1978 is a great month for
me and one I should remember.
Not only did I sign up a new
member but tomorrow July
22nd I turn 63 years of age.
(Notice I didn't say 63 yrs old)
and the convention is next and
on July 31st at 5:00 PM, I retire
after 22 yrs. 4 mos. and 13 days
with the Wickes Corp. See you in
Philly.
Editors note: We met Rodger at
the reunion and he looked more
like a young recruit ready to
sign up for another hitch instead
of a guy that was retiring.

Btrv D, .376 AA

GEORGE WALDRON
3801 Soquel Dr.,
Soquel, Cal. 95073
Enclosed find list of fellows
from the 376 AA which I
received from Frank Long in
Pittsburgh. I wrote to about 40
of them but received no reply.
I'm trying to find guys from
Btry D of the 376 AA. I know
there are a lot of them in New
York State, New Jersey and
Mass. I tracked down a buddy,
Dom Bucci of Dobbs Ferr,Y,
N.Y., but he got hit 2 weeks
after I did at the Bulge and died
7 years ago, another dead end
street. (Before I forget, my
daughter had a baby and named
it after you, Daniella Molly
O'Brien.) Anyhow I wasn't sure
if I sent you a list of these guys,
most or all of them are from A &
B Btry. They have a loose knit
organization and meet at a hotel
or motel somewhere in N. C.
every Labor Day for the past 30
years or so. Like the Ninth Div.
Association I never knew they
were in existence. I am
desperate to find some of the
guys from myoid Btry D. You
sent me a list from 1947 and I
checked every name out· by
mail and phone but got no answer. What would it cost me to
have someone go through your
file and extract all the names of
the 376 AA? I realize I'm
sounding brash and brazen but I
am desperate and also behind in
my dues. I've written six
testimonials for guys in the past
seven months because of the
burning of all the army records
in St. Louis in 1971, but I keep
trying. Could I put an ad in the
next issue asking for anyone
from the 376 AA to write me.
M.P.'s

GEORGE B. DE GENNARO
7204 Martin's Court
Lanham, Md. 20801
I am enclosing a membership
application for an old friend of
mine who I am sure would enjoy
reading the. OCTOFOIL and
keeping in touch with Division
activities. He leads a very busy
life as a college professor and
probably doesn't even have
time to turn his thoughts to the
Association; that is why I am
taking the liberty of starting a
membership for him.
Don Lamore was with the
Division from the early Fort
Bragg days and was one of the
first group of men assigned to
the MPs. He remained until he
accompanied Col. Bradley to
VII Corps when the latter
became Corps Provost Marshal
toward the end of the European
campaign. I don't know Don's
serial number, but I am sure
your resources will provide it.
Keep up your good work, good
health, and look forward to
seeing you in November.
Coatimaed_
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"Some of you pedestrians
walk about as if you owned the
street."
"Yes, art some of you
motoris ts <:\rive around as
though you owned your cars."
If you are planning on moving

please notify the secretary of
your new address. It wUl save
postage and keep you on the
Octofoil mailing list.

